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Abstract

The particle “T” (le), which expresses the completion of an action in the Chinese language, is frequently
translated as “ ~7z 7 ( — ta) in Japanese, which serves a similar purpose. For that reason, many learners of
Chinese interpret “ 7 ” as indicating the past tense. However, the concept of “tense,” and by extension “past
tense,” does not exist in the Chinese language to begin with. With that in mind, when translating past
expressions in Japanese into Chinese, when should the particle “T” be used and when should that use be
avoided ? In this paper, using “ #lE 1A ”(Nuowei de Senlin), the Chinese language translation of Haruki
Murakami’s novel “/ )7 =4 ®OF” (Noruuei no Mori/Norwegian Wood) by Lin Shaohua, I verified
situations in which past expressions in the Japanese language are translated into Chinese with use of the
particle “7.”
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